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Yoenzi all the Wonderful and Prodigtous Creatures 


A that have been ſeen in this Kingdom of England, 


ſince the Age of Man, none lo ſtrange, nor fo 

great as an Elephant, and which is mere, it cometh 
neareſt in wit and capacity , to man , as ſry ſaith ; for they 
uaderſtand the Language of that Country wherein they are 
.bred : they do whatſoever they are commanded, they remem- 
ber whar duty they are taught , and withal rake delight both in 
love and glory : Nay, mere then all this, they embrace good- 
neſs, honeſty, prudence, and <£quity, rare qualities to be tound 
in men) and withal have in Reltgion, reverence, (with a kindof 
Devotion) not onely the Stars an4d planers , bur the Sun and 
Moon they alſo worſhip. And ſome writes report thus much 
of them, that when the New Moon beg:neth to appear bright, 
they come down to a certain River named 4melus , inthe De- 
ſarts and Forreſts of Mauritanta, where alter they are waſhed, 
and dathed themſclves al! over with the water,and have ſalured 
and adored, after their manner thar planer , they return again 
into the woods, cartying before them their young Calves,that 
be wearied and cired. Morcover . they are thought ro have a 
ſenſe of Religion and Conſcience in others ; for when they are 
co paſs the Scas inta another Countrey,they will nor Embarque 
before they be induced thereunto by an Oath ot their Gover- 
nours, that they thall return again, and ſceing there have been 


divers of them, being infecblce by ſickneſs (for as big as they be, 


ſubje& they are to grievous Malladies) to lie upon their backs, 
caſting and flinzing Herbs up rowards Heaven, as if they had 
procured and ſer the Earth to pray for them. Now fortheir 
Docility and aptneſs ro learn any thing , the King they adore 
they kneel before him, and cffer unto him Garlands and Chap- 
lets of Flowers, and green Herbs, The lefler fort of them, which 
they call Baſtards, ſerve the 1:d:azs in good lead to plow their 


Ground. 


They breed in that part of 4ich which lycth beyond the 


Deſerrs of Syrtes:alſo in Maurita4a,they are found alſo amongſt 
the e/Ethroprans and Troglodites , but 1zdia bringerh forch the 
biggeſt © as alſo the Dragons char are continually ar variance 
wich them , and evermore fighting , and thoſe of ſuch great- 
neſs thatthey can cafily claſp and wind round about the Ele- 
phants, and wirhal, tye themfaſt with a Knot. In this Confli 
they dye, both the one and the other : the Elephant falls down 
dead as conquered , and with his heavy weight cruſherh and 
Squeeczeth the Dragon that 15 wound and wreathed tbour 
hun, 

In /ndie, from whence this Elephant came,they take them 1n 
this manner : The Governour driverh one of them that are 
came, into the Chaſe and Forreſts, and when he can meet with 
one of them alone,or ſingle kim from the Herd, he beatcth the 
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wild batt ciil he hath made him weary, and chen he mounteth 
upon him, anJ rulcth him as well as the otter, 
In Atrick chey catch them in great ditches, which they make 


| for that purpoſc,unto whick if one of them chance to fall , and 
4 <an2or get our 3 fofoon as he is ſcen by other Elephants, they 


imediately come to ſuccour himgthey bring all the boughs they 
can get, and pur them into the Ditch, then row! down blocks 
and ttones, and any thing that will ſerve to raiſe a tanck, then 
ttrive all chey can co pluck htm our, 

The manner of raming (as furious and raging mad as thc 
be ſometimes] is w:th hunger and ſtripes ; but men muſt have 
the help of other Elephants that are tame alregdy, to reſtrain 
the unruly Beaſt with ſtrong Chains, Inthe Indian and Afri- 
can Wars thcy fcrved to carry Caſtles with armed Men on 
their backs, to enter the Squadrons and bartalions of the Ene- 
mics, and for the moſt part, all the ſcrvice inthe Wars of the 
Eait , was performed by them , they broke the ranks, bore 
down armed men that were in their way, and ſtamped thenn 
under foot. Theſe terrible beaſts [as outragious as they ſeem Y 
are frighted with the leaſt grunting of a Swine. 

They breed bur once tn all their | fe rime, and go two years 
wich young, yet bring forth bur ene neicker ; allo they Live 
commonly by courſe cf Nature 200 years, ſome of them 390. 
Their yourhtul time and fircngrh of age beginnerh when thev 
be ſixty ycars old, but thts which is brought over into Englard 
is ſatdro be bur ſeven. : 

The Truncks and bodies of Trees is the beſt mear they have, 
a1d therein take moſt duligiht, They chew and cat their Mcar 
w:th cheir mouth, bur thcy breath, Jrink, and ſmel! wich cheic 
Trunck,whichis not improperly called their hand, Of all other 
living creatures they cannor abide a Mouſe or a Rat,and if they 
perceive their provinger lying in the Manger taſk or ſceit never 
fo little of them, they retule it, and will not rouch ir, They arc 
mightily rormented with pain, if they chance in theic Drink- 
ing eo ſwallow dowqgn Horle- Leech, for es ſoon as the horſe- 
Leech hath ſertled falfin his Wind-Pipe ir purteth him to in- 

tollerable pains z their $kin &r their backs is moſt rough and 
hard , but the fleſh ſoft and tender, covered their skin 
is neither with hair nor briſle, no nor ſo much as in their tail, 
which might ſcrve them in good ſlead to drive away their 
troubleſome flyes, Their skin 15 full of croſs wrinckles, and be- 
ſides thar, rhe ſmcl! chereof is able to draw ſuch vermine to ir ; 
and therefore when they are laid fireeched along, and perceive 
the flyes ſertle in ſwarms on their skins, ſuddenly th y draw 
ſuch cranies together cloſe, and fo cruſh them all ro Death : 
their etth bear a very high price, and were reckoned very com- 
mendable by the Heathcns, co make the Srautes and Images 
of their Gods ; but the greatcſt uſe that we make of them here, 
is ro make Combs, as we may [ce here at moſt Comb-makers 
doors in London, 

Now having given ycu an account of their underftanding, 
how they breed,the manner of taking and taming of them, 1 
will now informyou of one lately brougir over into England, 
and give you a full Deſcription of it, as thus: This Elephant is 
of a Dun colour, the body of it [though bur young) is bigger 
then the bodies of ewo horſes,a {trange,wondecfal and mighty 
large head, with a Trunk or Noſtril extending a yard down- 
wards, Eyes but ordinary, Ears like a Blood-Hovuad , hanging 
down, Legs as big or bigger than an ordinary mans body, and 
feer proportionable, 8c. Bue this being nor above ſeven years 
old, is not grown the fixth part ro what it will be about ſixty 
years hence;if it live ſo long, 

If any perſons are deferous to ſee this wonder of Beaſts , let them 
repatr to the Riſtng-Star in St, Johns- Court, ner Clerkenwell- 
green, where they may have true information, ubere they may ſee it, 
it being kept neer tt, 
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